Trame ts the ouly one in hils NEWTS
porhood With o JarRe MM
mtmmdl;m,

ride 15 Not Bale “';“mm and

water, you ot you deni-
That's thelr
Le the source by S5 M"’m"‘_

Hennedy He
profession for years.
:‘““ R ased toothpaste simee

1984, nsisting saliva containsthe

Maux HONTENR Lot Angeles Frmes
PRECAUTIONS: Workers af the Diemer waler lreatment plant

in Yorba Linda wear eyt prolection when working around the
luoride compound being added to Metropolilan Water District
tupplies. The MWD began fluoridating waler last monlh.

nutrients needed for healthy
Leeth. “There i no valid scientif-
ic evidence Lo support the ben-
efits of fluoride. .., The Centers
for Discase Conlrol? They're ly-
ing.”
Bmuleﬂwmlybw:ds
with other chemicals it has beog
widely used in industry, inclug-
ing In the manufscture of sleel,
glass and ceramics. More sinis-
ter, in the eyes of its critics, have
been its uses In such Lhings as mt
polson and atomic bomb pro-
duction.
pnh?ﬂ Nuoride opponents can
L to one indisputable fact:
The chemmical Is indeed danger-
ous, even In small amounts, It's
extremély corrosive — an acel-
dental spill of Nuorvsilicle acid
on a Fiorida interstate & few

chemicals
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to public water for n varioty of
reasons. Chlorine and ozone pu-
rfy. Hydrochlorie seld makes
water less alkaline; sodlum hy-
droxide makes it less neldic. Alu-
minum sullate mukes it cleaser.
Bodium chloride softens hard

them drink. Dig a well, Move out
of the country.”

When a panel of selentists Jast
year reported that high fluoride
levels could damage the Looth
enamel of children and weaken
adult banes, opponents of Muori-
dation cited the 08 mone
proafof the chemical's danger.

Bul the Natlonal Acndemics'
Natlonal Research Couneil fo-
cused on Lhe relstively small
number of Americans who drink
Wwaler with naturally occurring

lower-lovel artificially fMuoridat-

ed waler,
HNevertheless, the council's re-
port prompted the Amercon
Dental Assn. to recommend that
made with Nuoride-free water Lo
reduee the risk of enamel NMuoro-
sis, which could permanently
staln  developing teeth. The
group continues W support
Nuorndation of drinking water,
That kind of sclentific nu-
ance, filtered through city coun-
cll debates and voter indtiatives
— and now the Internel — has
kept Muoride out of some water
systems. Still, aboul 170 million
Americans, about two-thirds of
the population. drink from pub-
e systems with the recom-
mended amount of Muaride,
From Lhe start, “cvery city
thal wanted to add Nuoride con-
ducted public bhesrings that
brought out all sorts of theories,”
Easiey sald, “If they hold immu-
nizations Lo the same standard
— bringing it before ity councils
or golng to the ballot box with it
=1 doubt the states would have
programs Iring them.*
ﬁmrunz?uhu bern slow (o
adopt Nuoride. Prior to 1998, Cal-
tfornla ranked 48th out of the 50
states in the percentage of peo-
Ple who drank Nuoridated water,
That year. Easley helped write
legizintion passed by the Assem-
bly which mandates that water
providers Muoridate when mon-
ey becomes available (o retrofit

In August, as the MWD pre-
pared (o begin adding Mudrkde,
Kennedy spoke before the sgen.
cy's board. He Insisted Lhey had
an obligation to warn customers
that their children were about to
be polsoned.

He spoke about three min-
utes. There were no questions for
him, In the weeks that followed,
there was littic public outery.

Being n Miorkde warrior ean
be a lonely business. d

“T've spenl more of my own
money and Lime on this than 1
need to,” Kermedy sald. “We hive
as a nation become iols staring
at boob tubes. . . . DI they forget
how to read? Or are Lheir brains
damaged from exposure to fluo-
ride?”
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